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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  | 


Chief  School  Medical  Officer 
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STAFF 


School  Medical  Officer: 

IAN  CAMPBELL  MACKAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  School  Medical  Officer: 
ARNOLD  BROWN,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


District  School  Medical  Officers: 

R.  J.  CLARK,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
JENNY  CRAIG,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

W.  J.  McIVOR,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
MARY  A.  THOMAS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
GLADYS  WILKINSON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Ophthalmic  Surgeons  {Part-Time): 
ELEANOR  BROCK,  M.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

S.  H.  FAULKNER,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.I.,  D.O.M.S. 
CYRIL  JACOBS,  M.D.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

E.  ALLAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Orthopcedic  Surgeons  {Part-Time): 

F.  G.  ALLAN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

H.  OSMOND  CLARKE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  F.R.C.S. 
, T.  HARTLEY  MARTIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

G.  T.  PARTRIDGE,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  F.R.C.S. 
HARRY  PLATT,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

HENRY  POSTON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

D.  WAINWRIGHT,  M.Ch.Orth.,  F.R.C.S. 


School  D'ental  Surgeons: 

H.  R.  P.VRRY,  L.D.S.  (Senior) 

JOHN  J.  CROWLEY,  B.D.S.  (temporary) 

J.  L.  DICKSON,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 

J.  M.  GIBBONS,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 
DOROTHY  D.  H.AMILTON,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 
A.  F.  HELY,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 

L.  H.  HILTON,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 

H.  JACKSON,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 

W.  K.  LEVER,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 

H.  LIPKIN,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 

E.  S.  POULTER,  L.D.S. 

DOROTHY  J.  REECE,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 

H SCHWEITZER,  Dr.  Med.  Dent,  (temporary) 
H W.  S.  SHEASBY,  L.D.S.  (with  H.M.  Forces) 
A.  E.  SHERRATT,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (temporary) 
E.  JOHNSON  TAYLOR,  L.D.S. 
MARGT.  I.  WILLIAMS,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 
MENAI  BAILEY  WILLIAMS,  L.D.S.  (temporary) 

School  Nurses:  44  {Health  Visitors) 

Dental  Nurses  and  Attendants:  12 


Superintendent  Clerk  : VINCENT  O’CONNOR 


A welcome  addition  to  the  School  Medical  Services  has 
been  the  establishment  of  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  at 
Clatterbridge  County  Hospital  under  the  Specialist  appointed 
for  this  work  there.'  This  clinic  is  available  for  children 
suffering  from  any  affection  of  the  ear  , nose  and  throat,  not 
merely  for  tonsils  and  adenoids.  Where  necessary,  in-patient 
treatnient  is  carried  out  in  the  Hospital.  A similar  clinic 
will  be  commenced  in  1943- in  connexion  with  West  Park 
County  General  Hospital,  Macclesfield. 

Additional  Eye  Clinics  have  been  established  at  Sand- 
bach,  Winsford,  Middlewich  and  Nantwich,  and  will  satisfy 
an  urgent  need  in  these  districts. 

Yours  obediently, 

IAN  MACKAY, 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 


31st  May,  1943. 


5 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  1942 


General 

The  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  comprises  43 
' County  Districts,  namely  9 Municipal  Boroughs,  24  Urban 
Districts  and  10  Rural  Districts. 

The  Education  Committee  is  the  Local  Education 
.A^uthorit}’  for  the  whole  Administrative  County  with  the 
exception  of  6 Municipal  Boroughs,  namely  Congleton, 
Crewe,  Dukinheld,  Hyde,  Macclesfield  and  Stalybridge. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at 
mid- 1942,  for  the  area  exclusive  of  these  Boroughs,  was 
593,790. 


The  total  number  of  Schools  in  the  whole  educational 
area  at  31.3.42,  with  their  enrolments,  was  as  follows:— 

Schools  Enrolments 


Elementary 

Secondary 


348  59877 

19  7850 


School  Buildings 

The  alterations  and  extensions  at  Sale  Springfield  Road 
School  and  Middlewich  Council  School  have  been  completed 
as  far  as  is  intended  under  present  conditions. 

Temporary  Schools  of  the  Prefabricated  type  are 
erected  at  Alsager,  Little  Sutton  and  W est  Kirb}- , \\  hilst 
Various  existing  premises  have  been  taken  over  and  adapted 

for  emergency  use. 
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Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  feeding  of 
School  children.  Existing  kitchens  have  been  enlarged  and 
re-equipped.  New  cooking  facilities  have  been  provided  at 
Schools  where  none  previously  existed,  and  for  those  Schools 
scheduled  to  receive  meals  from  Cooking  Depots,  washing-up 
facilities  are  being  undertaken. 

The  School  Medical  Service  in  War  Time,  1942 

The  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  has  not  been 
interfered  with  by  Civil  Defence  considerations,  and  all 
School  Clinics  in  use  before  the  war  have  been  continued, 
with  additions  dealing  primarily  with  the  care  of  evacuated 
children.  The  number  of  evacuated  children'  resident  in  the 
Administrative  County  has  been  still  further  reduced.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  was  5,487.  This  figure 
has  now  fallen  to  2,719. 

Children  with  dirty  heads  were  cleansed  at  School  Clinics, 
First  Aid  Posts,  etc.,  by  the  Health  Visitors,  with  satisfactory 
results.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  incidence  of  nits  and  lice 
in  evacuated  children  was  any  greater  than  in  children 
normally  resident  in  the  Count^^  Evacuated  children  are 
examined  in  their  age  groups  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  at  the  same  time  as  Cheshire  children,  and  all  County 
ancillary  services  are  available  to  them. 

The  number  of  children  evacuated  from  the  County  to 
reception  areas  fell  during  the  year  from  141  to  93. 

Work  concerning  visual  defects,  orthopaedic  defects, 
and  tonsil  and-  adenoid  operations  proceeded  normally 
throughout  the  year. 

There  are  still  a large  number  of  cases  of  scabies  occurr- 
ing amongst  school  children.  Treatment  has  been  carried 
out  at  all  school  clinics,  and  where  thorough  cleansing  has 
not  been  possible  in  the  home,  this  has  been  done  at  the 
Public  Cleansing  Centres  attached  to  First  Aid  Posts.  Clothing 
and  bedding  has  been  disinfested  by  the  various  Local 
Authorities,  and  a scheme  of  thorough  co-operation  between 
the  various  sanitary  districts  has  been  established  in  this 
connexion. 

In  regard  to  infectious  disease,  there  has  been  nothing 
special  to  note.  Five  schools  were  closed  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  on  this  account  during  1942,  as  compared 
with  16  in  1941.  In  46  cases,  a certificate  was  issued  that 
the  attendances  at  school  had  fallen  below  60  per  cent. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  42,021  elementary  and  3,413 
secondary  school  children  were  receiving  school  milk,  while 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  was  42,493  elementary 
and  4,321  secondary.  In  the  case  of  school  meals,  the  num- 
bers increased  considerably,  from  7,000  elementary  and  1,609 
secondary  to  13,800  elementary  and  3,100  secondary.  No 
appreciable  variation  was  noted,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  in  the  nutrition  classification  of  routine  age 
groups  inspected.  ^ 

The  School  Dental  Service  in  War  Time,  1942 

Mr.  H.  R.  Parry,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  reports: — 

During  the  year,  the  usual  routine  Inspection  and  Treat- 
ment have  been  carried  out  over  the  whole  of  the  County, 
with  the  exception  of  three  areas,  and  as  all  the  schools  in 
these  three  areas  were  treated  by  one  dentist  instead  of  three, 
owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  only  extractions  could  be  attempted 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  less  than  800  fillings  being  inserted 
by  the  dentist  concerned.  In  1942  the  available  staff  was 
equivalent  to  12  full-time  dentists,  as  compared  with  11  in 
1941. 

All  things  considered,  the  work  has  been  very  satisfac- 
tory, and  we  have  been  fortunate  in  ending  the  year  with  a 
staff  of  1 1 dentists  plus  a twelfth  appointed  to  commence 
duty  in  the  new  year.  We  now  have  four  lady  dentists  on 
the  staff  and  are  very  pleased  with  them. 

The  amount  of  work  done  is  quite  up  to  average.  Of 
the  60,000  children  on  the  school  registers,  52,000  were 
inspected,  29,000  selected  for  treatment,  and  of  these  some 
24,000,  or  84  per  cent.,  accepted  and  were  actually  treated. 

On  behalf  of  the  staff  I should  like  to  thank  all  the 
Headmasters  and  Headmistresses  of  the  Count}^  for  the  great 
help,  kindness  and  consideration  they  have  at  all  times  given 
to  the  dentists.  Without  their  willing  and  generous  co- 
operation, no  School  Dental  Scheme  can  hope  to  be  success- 
ful, and  it  is  in  a large  measure  due  to  their  help  that  84  per 
cent,  of  the  children  have  taken  advantage  of  the  scheme. 
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Orthopaedic  Scheme 

Number  of  attendances  at  orthopaedic  clinics  of  non- 
tuberculous  patients  aged  5-16  during  1942. 


CLINIC 

No.  of 
Patients 
on 

Registers, 

1/1/42 

No.  of  ' 
Patients  ' 
admitted 
during 
the  year  j 

No.  of 
Patients  ' 
discharged 
during 
the  year 

No.  of 
Patients 
on 

Registers, 

31/12/42 

Total 

number 

of 

Attend- 

ances 

Alderley  Edge 

35 

• 12 

i 

15 

32 

160 

Altrincham 

39 

18 

21 

36 

420 

Chester 

31 

13 

9 

35 

197 

Congleton 

12 

4, 

3 

13 

138 

Crewe 

81 

35 

23 

93 

395 

Ellesmere  Port 

69 

26 

39 

56 

1093 

Hoy  lake 

23 

12 

6 

29 

428 

Hyde 

7 

2 

8 

1 

18 

New  Ferry 

95 

53 

84 

64 

1284 

Northwich 

2 

3 

3 

2 

123 

Runcorn 

72 

34 

29 

77 

• 915 

Stockton  Heath 

18 

1 

10 

11 

17 

377 

484 

222 

251 

455 

5543 

In  addition  1 patient  made  49  attendances  for  sunlight 
treatment  only  at  the  Northwich  Clinic. 


PATIENTS  AGED  5—16  RECEIVING  IN-PAl'IENT  TREATMENT  DURING  1942. 
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Physical  Training 

The  Director  of  Education  reports  as  follows: — 

Throughout  the  past  year  Physical  Training  in  the  Schools 
has  been  successfully  organised  in  spite  of  difficulties  attend- 
ant upon  war-time  conditions.  The  curtailment  of  the  morn- 
ing session  during  the  winter  months  caused  a reduction  in 
the  time  given  to  Physical  Training  in  many  Schools,  but 
apart  from  this,  normal  Physical  Training  lessons  were  carried 
out.  War-time  conditions  have  affected  the  work  chiefly  in 
the  following  ways: — (a)  Withdrawal  to  H.M.  Forces  of 
specialist  Physical  Training  and  other  young  men  teachers 
including  the  assistant  men  organisers  of  Physical  Training; 
(b)  Increased  difficulty  in  the  provision  of  suitable  footwear 
and  clothing;  and  (c)  Limited  supply  of  Physical  Training 
and  Games  Equipment. 

(a)  In  Secondary  and  Senior  Elementary  Schools,  the 
Physical  Training  previously  taught  by  men  who  are  now 
in  H.M.  Forces,  is  being  undertaken  by  older  men  and,  in 
some  cases,  especially  with  younger  classes,  by  women 
teachers.  As  a general  rule  this  work  has  been  well  carried 
out,  and  teachers  have’made  very  successful  efforts  to  main- 
tain a good  standard  of  work,  though  naturally  the  pro- 
gramme followed  cannot  be  as  advanced  as  in  normal  times. 
In  a very  few  cases.  Physical  Training  specialists  have  been 
recalled  from  H.M.  Forces  or  their  “call-up”  deferred  in 
order  that  they  may  undertake  Physical  Training  in  the 
Service  of  Youth  in  addition  to  their  work  in  Schools. 
Naturally,  the  Schools  in  which  they  have  been  employed 
have  been  able  to  carry  out  more  advanced  Physical  Training 
schemes. 

(b)  As  no  special  facilities  are  now  available  for  the 
purchase  of  g^minastic  clothing,  and  as  the  surrender  of 
personal  coupons  is  necessary,  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  for  pupils,  both  boys  and  girls,  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  most  suitable  dress  for  their  work.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note,  however,  that  in  Schools  where  there  is  a keen  interest 
in  Physical  Training,  the  clothing  provided  by  the  pupils 
themselves  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  The  retail  sale  of 
plimsolls  is  at  present  prohibited,  and  consequently  the  pro- 
vision of  suitable  footwear  for  Physical  Training  is  very 
restricted.  In  the  Secondary  and  Senior  Elementary  Schools, 
where  g^unnastic  apparatus  is  used,  suitable  footwear  is 
essential,  and  pupils  in  these  Schools  are  now  being  aided  by 
the  Authority,  who  have  provided  a supply  of  plimsolls  for 
replacement  purposes.  These  plimsolls  are  loaned  to  pupils 
and  do  not  become  their  personal  propert3^ 
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(c)  There  is  only  a very  small  proportion  of  the  pre-war 
output  of  Equipment  for  Physical  Training  and  Games,  and 
certain  types  of  Equipment  are  unobtainable.  The  Authority 
is  able,  however,  to  obtain  essential  supplies  by  permit 
through  the  Board  of  Education.  Schools  are  asked  to  make 
careful  use  of  existing  stocks  of  Equipment,  and  to  requisition 
only  for  essential  replacements. 

Two  short  Courses  for  Women  Teachers  in  Junior  and 
Infants’  Schools  on  Rhythmic  work  for  young  children  were 
conducted  by  one  of  the  Committee’s  Assistant  Organisers  of 
Physical  Training.  These  Courses  were  very  popular  and 
well  attended,  and  teachers  have  introduced  the  work  into 
their  Schools  with  notable  success.  A short  Course  in  National 
Dancing  was  also  organised  and  was  very  much  enjoyed  by 
the  teachers. 

During  the  Swimming  Season,  1942,  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  attending  baths  for  Swimming 
Instruction,  although  at  two  of  the  Centres  some  Schools 
were  not  able  to  finish  the  season  on  account  of  the  with- 
drawal of  petrol  from  the  Bus  Companies  transporting  the 
classes.  Fifteen  Swimming  Baths,  7 indoor  and  8 outdoor, 
were  attended  by  2,935  boys  and  2,575  girls,  who  made  a 
total  of  52,816  attendances.  The  County  Swimming  Tests 
were  held  as  usual,  and  525  1st  Grade  and  1,058  2nd  Grade 
Swimming  Certificates  were  awarded.  Of  4,153  non-swimmers 
at  the  beginning  of  he  Season,  1,616  learned  to  swim.  As  a 
result  of  e.xaminations  carried  out  by  the  Royal  Life  Saving 
Society,  53  Elementary  and  39  Intermediate  Certificates,  and 
8 Bronze  Medallions,  were  gained. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 

Public  Elementary  Schools 


Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections 
(A)  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 


9104 

4757 

5798 


Total  ...  19659 


(B)  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections 17528 

TABLE  II. 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 
the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


No.  of 
Children 
Inspec- 
ted 

A 

^Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

' 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

L 

) 

ad) 

No. 

•% 

No.  % 

No. 

% 

No. 

9/ 

/o 

19659 

3610 

18-36 

13477  68-85 

2542 

12-93 

30 

15 

Table  III. — Treatment  Tables 
Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  V.) . 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  18211 
Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 

Eye  Defects  Treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) . 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 
Disease  or  Defect  under  the  Authority's  Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  ...  3174 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (ex- 
cluding those  recorded  in  Group  I.)  ...  274 

Total  ...  3448 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescrilxal  1957 

(b)  Obtained  1323 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

Received  Operative  Treatment  under  the  .-\uthority’s  Scheme  908 

Received  otluT  forms  of  Treatment 12 


Total  Number  Treated  ... 


13 


(I) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(«) 

(9) 


Table  IV.— Dental  Inspection  and. Treatment. 

Number  of  Cliildreii  inspected  by  the  Dentist  :' ' 


(a)  Routine  age-gronps  ...  ...  ...  52287 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ' ” ' 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  ...  ...  52287 

Number  found  to  require  Treatment  ...  ...  28979 

Number  actually  Treated  ...  ...  ...  24200 


Attendances  made  by  Children  for  Treatment  ...  27028 

Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  ...  742  ) 

» „ Treatment  ...  3410  / Total  4152 

Fillings — Permanent  Teeth  ...  15678  ) 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  883  f Total  16561 

E.Ktractions — Permanent  Teeth  ...  6484  ) 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  29898  / Total  36382 

Administration  of  general  Anrcsthetics  for  Extractions  1 1 56 

Other  Operations  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  442-5  1 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  597  / Total  50.;2 


Table  V. — Verminous  Conditions. 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  j)er  School  made  during 

the  year  by  School  Nurses  ..  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  > 

the  Schools  bv  School  Nurses  ...  ...  194266 

4/ 

(3)  Number  of  individual  (diilJren  found  unclean  ...  5722 

(4)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

marie  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were 

taken — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ...  — 
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Table  VI. 

Exceptional  children  not  receiving  special  education 

(At  31st  December,  1942). 

Blind  Children. 


At  Public 

At  no 

Elementary 

School  or 

Schools. 

Institution. 

— 

1 

Deaf  Children. 


At  Public 

At  no 

Elementary 

School  or 

Schools. 

Institution. 

3 


